MABA Annual Meeting Minutes
May 13, 2024

Members Present
David Fuller, Bill Lippincott, Craig Olson, John Ring, & Robert Sezak

President Bill Lippincott called the meeting to order at 11:10 a.m.

Treasurer’s Report
Robert reported that annual expenses were as follows:

Brochure Design & Printing $2,200
Maine Tourism Association $ 400
Brochure Mailing $ 300
Website Hosting $ 100
Website Services $_500
Total $3,500.

The print run for the brochure was 6000 copies. Following printing and mailing the
Association has $200 in its account.

Considerable discussion ensued regarding additional member recruitment as well as a
small increase in annual membership dues.

Election of Officers

President
Fuller nominated Craig Olson for President, seconded by Ring. Passed
Unanimously.

Vice President
Ring nominated Bill Lippincott as Vice President, seconded by Olson.
Passed Unanimously.

Treasurer
Olson nominated Robert Sezak as Treasurer. Second by Fuller. Passed
Unanimously.

Secretary
Lippincott nominated David Fuller for Secretary, seconded by Olson.
Passed Unanimously.

Association Bylaws
A pdf copy of the 1986 bylaws was shared with the group. Olson offered to re-type so

that they can be amended more easily in the future if needed. Consensus of the group
was that the bylaws did not need amendment at this time.

Membership



In regard to new members it was agreed that we should amend our “Criteria of
Membership” document deleting item #2, the requirement of a Maine resale certificate
for at least one year. This would be done in order to make it a faster process for dealers
with new open shops or who have moved to the state and were a dealer of good
standing in another area as long as two MABA members in good standing visit their
shop or place of business and write letters of recommendation. Criteria item #1

remains in place: booksellers must have a Maine resale certificate in order to become
members.

It was also agreed to amend item #8 in the Criteria to read, “New members shall be
voted in at a MABA meeting.”

Motion to make the changes by Lippincott, seconded by Olson. Passed
Unanimously.

The Criteria for Membership can be at this link: Criteria for Membership.

There was considerable discussion about recruiting members and why certain
established booksellers were not members. Attendees volunteered to reach out to
booksellers who were not members to determine why and see if they will join.

Those gathered also agreed that it was time to increase the annual membership fee,
slightly, to accommodate the general rise in expenses.

Motion by Olson, seconded by Fuller to increase membership dues from $85 per
year to $95. Passed Unanimously.

Olson also reported that he has been in talks with ABE, in a process initiated by David
Fuller, to recognize MABA members on the ABE platform. It was a success! As of the
preceding week MABA members in good standing have the MABA logo on their ABE
storefront. If any member doesn't have the logo on their ABE storefront they should
contact Olson and he will provide them with the contact information of the ABE
representative he worked with.

Marketing
Robert informed the board that Patrick has indicated that he would like to wind down his

work on both the brochure and the website in the coming year. The board should be
thinking about how to make the transition to a new designer and webmaster, not that it
will continue being the same person.

There being no further business, Olson made a motion to Adjourn; seconded by Ring.
The Annual Meeting adjourned at 12:11 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,


http://www.mainebooksellers.org/ewExternalFiles/MABA%20Criteria%20and%20Requirements.pdf

Craig R. Olson
Secretary



